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DEF SERVES 

¶ DELAWARE -  Sussex County 

¶ MARYLAND -  Dorchester, Somerset, 
Wicomico, and Worcester Counties 

¶ VIRGINIA  - Accomack and Northamp-
ton Counties     

 

The educational establishments in our ser-
vice area include fourteen public school 
systems, numerous private schools, seven 
higher-degree granting universities, four 
community colleges, home school associa-
tions, and many other trade, tutoring, and 
continuing education organizations.                                                                        

Why is there a need for the  
Delmarva Education Foundation? 
 

DEF is a new kind of educational organization, 
distinct in its regional approach that includes 
parts of three states. We are located in Salisbury, 
Maryland, the economic trading center for the 
lower Delmarva Peninsula, which includes coun-
ties in Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. DEF 
serves these mostly rural counties as one educa-
tional region because in many ways residents of 
our region have more in common with each 
other than we do with residents of our respec-
tive state capitals and cities. 
                   

In both income and education, our region is 
below average compared to the statewide 
levels of either Delaware, Maryland or Vir-
ginia.  DEF sees a strong connection between 
the educational attainments of the residents of 
the community, the strength of the workforce 
available to local businesses, and the quality of 
life of the people of the region.   
 

DEF was chartered in Maryland in December 
1999 as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization and 
began providing services in 2000.  We are sup-
ported by donations from individuals and or-
ganizations, grants, and in-kind contributions.   

Your generous contribution will help us  reach Your generous contribution will help us  reach Your generous contribution will help us  reach 
our goals and objectives.  our goals and objectives.  our goals and objectives.     

   

Please consider a bequest to DEF in your will.  Please consider a bequest to DEF in your will.  Please consider a bequest to DEF in your will.     
   

Are you seeking community service hours?  Are you seeking community service hours?  Are you seeking community service hours?  
Call us!Call us!Call us!   

Delmarva Education Foundation 
122 S. Division St., Salisbury, MD 21801 

(within the Wicomico Public Library) 
Phone: 410-219-3336 / Fax: 410-219-1155 

                 Email:  def@delmarvaed.org 
Web: www.delmarvaed.org 

Office Hours: Mon-Fri, 11 am-5 pm / Sat by appt. 
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Helping students find money for school 

Hosting a regional research symposium 

Answering questions at our office 

Convening a meeting of high school principals 

 
Resource center?   

Think tank?  
Neutral forum for educators?   

 

DEF is all of the above! 

Financial aid 
Our Financial Aid Clearinghouse, accessible 

from our website,  links to sources of local, state, 

and federal money for education.  It includes infor-

mation on more than 800 local priority scholar-

ships, meaning they are sponsored locally and were 

established to benefit local citizens. These scholar-

ships provide financial aid for individuals including 

graduating high school seniors, high school gradu-

ates returning to school, college undergraduates, 

and graduate students wishing to further their edu-

cation and/or skills. See www.delmarvaed.org. 
 

College and career preparation 
DEFõs College and Career Access Program 

(DEF-CCAP) is helping boost the college-going 

potential and career preparation of local youth. 

DEF-CCAP services are offered at our office and 

in select high schools through funding from do-

nors, grants, and partnerships.  DEF-CCAP advi-

sors help with college selection, admission, finan-

cial aid, scholarships, and career preparation to 

guide students through a maze of requirements 

and choices, providing encouragement and an un-

derstanding of how post secondary education or 

training may benefit each individual studentõs life. 
 

Education information   
Our Shirley B. Harting Regional Education 

Information Center complements our college and 

career access program and our financial aid clear-

inghouse. The REIC database, when complete, will 

list local programs that further skills and education 

for local residents. Our aim is to be able to tell 

anyone where in our region he or she can receive 

the higher education and training for most careers 

or jobs. This will include a framework inventory of 

our regionõs schools, job training and tutoring fa-

cilities, home-schooling groups, libraries, GED 

and ESOL classes, etc. This resource is already 

proving to be a significant asset for our seven-

county region, even in its fledgling state.   
 

A source of  new ideas, a place to meet 
DEF provides a forum for  developing and sharing 

ideas that relate to improving educational opportu-

nities for the region, particularly regarding access 

and quality. Our Rural Education Symposium, for 

example, was followed by a forum on place-based 

learning and another on financial aid, all targeted 

to professionals in the education field.   

DEF links those who 

 seek scholarships with those who have 

scholarship monies to give.   

    DID YOU KNOW?  
Without leaving the DEF region,  

you can obtain degrees from 11 institutions: 
Chesapeake College  

Delaware State University 
Delaware Technical and Community College 

Eastern Shore Community College 
Old Dominion University 

Salisbury University 
Sojourner-Douglass College 

University of Delaware 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore 

Wilmington University 
Wor-Wic Community College  


