ssmmmcse (C0llege Access
Volume I, Issue | Fall 2008

( DEF-CCAP is the Delmarva Education Foundation Col-
DELMARVA WHO KA}E ARE : lege/Career Access Program. Our aim is to boost the col-
EDUCATION Ms. Elswick is the GEAR UP (GU)/DEF-CCAP project man-  |ege-going potential of local students. The staff of DEF-
FOUNDATION ager and an advisor in Wicomico and Somerset County. She  CCAP is devoted to helping students learn about, aspire to,

has worked with DEF for the past three years, encouraging  prepare for, and apply to, finance, and complete college or

COLLEGE/C ER local students to succeed in high school and learn the value ... post-secondary educational training.

RAM of higher education.
ACCESS PROG We believe that college is not just a dream but an attainable

Ms. Sykes is a second year Americorps member and GU/ goal for everyone, and we’re here to help make that a real-
DEF-CCAP advisor at Crisfield High School (CHS). ity. Students are a well of potential that may need a push in
the right direction, someone to say “it doesn’t matter what

Ms. Brown is a first year Americorps member. She is the your circumstances are, YOU CAN GO TO COLLEGE
o www.CollegeWeek || per.ccap advisor at Washington High School (WHS).  AND IT'S OKAY TO FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS.”
Live.com: a free,

virtual college fair, || Stop by the GU/DEF-CCAP office in Washington High (in the Media
Nov. 12, 13 Center) or Cirisfield High (in the cafeteria) and talk with Ms. Brown

o UMES College Fair: || (YWHS), Ms. Sykes (CHS), or Ms. Elswick for assistance with college
Friday, Nov. |4 prep. and career planning.

Do you need Community Service Hours? [ recommended that you partici-

:. ) : - o e  Humane Society e  Wicomico Library, Main pate in community service that. |n.-
‘ . . terests you. Remember that this is
o e Habitat for Humanity Branch or Centre Branch :
UMD Priority: Your local church e Wicomico Nursine Home something that you can put on your
Ptl: Nov | our focal chure Salvation Ar g college application or resume. You
Pt 2: Decl * PRMC Hospital * Salvation Army may even get a recommendation
Regular: o Chr}ﬂmn Shelter * YMCA from your site supervisor. These
Jan 20 * Salisbury Zoo e Holly C.enter experiences can help you choose a
e Wicomico Parks and Recrea- ®  Art Institute and Gallery career. Remember to pick up docu-
Loyola Priority: tion ¢ Chesapeake Bay Foundation mentation forms from Guidance.
Nov 15 -
Regular:

s [|College Search Advice

Step 1: Determine what you might like to study or major in at college

Salisbury U Prierity: Dec | § g1y 2 Develop a list of criteria you want to use to evaluate and weed out colleges.

P]zﬁu:asr' Step 3: Compile a list of possible colleges and universities. With at least
some idea of the criteria that are important to you, begin the
UMES Rolling gathering phase.
Admissions |l Step 4: Gather all your resources and information about each school you're
— considering.

Morgan ':\Jrfv”?; Step 5: Use the criteria from Step 2 to narrow your list of colleges to a manageable

Regular: number.

Feb 15 Step 6: Visit the colleges on your list from Step 5.
Bowie April | Step 7: Apply to the schools that made the cut after the first six steps.

Step 8: While you're waiting to hear back from colleges you applied to, start hitting
the Web to find scholarships and financial aid.

Towson Priority: Step 9: Make a final choice among the schools that accepted you.
Dec |

Regular:
Feb I5

Source: http://www.quintcareers.com/choosing_a_college.html

Coppin Rolling

Adf]“slsijgs > | We're on the Web! www.delmarvaed.org
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. Where are you when it comes to Preparing for College?

Juniors: Seniors:

-Keep your grades up and track your -Keep your grades up and track your
GPA; take AP and CM courses - GPA; take AP and CM courses

-Get involved in extracurricular activi-  _Get involved in extracurricular activities
ties -Continue earning those volunteer hours
-Continue earning those volunteer in an area of interest

hours in an area of interest -Register for the SAT test ASAP
-Consider getting a part-time job or (definitely by December)

internship. -Continue searching for the right college
-Register for the SAT. (see steps on front page)

-Begin searching for colleges that in- -Apply to Colleges

terest you and plan on visiting them.

THE COLLEGE ESSAY

— ( The essay is one of the few things that you've got
complete control over in the application process, especially
by the time you're in your senior year. You've already
earned most of your grades; you've already made most of
your impressions on teachers; and chances are, you've al-
ready found a set of activities you're interested in continu-
ing. So when you write the essay, view it as something
more than just a page to fill up with writing. View it as an
opportunity to tell the admissions committee about who you

are as a person.
Here are some tips to help you out:

\

* Be yourself. If you are funny, write a funny essay; if you are serious, write a serious essay.

* Tell us something different from what we'll read on your list of extracurricular activities or transcript.

* Take the time to go beyond the obvious. Think about what most students might write in response to the
guestion and then try something a little differentd be original.

* Don't try to take on too much. Focus on one "most influential person,” one event, or one activity. Tackling
too much tends to make your essay too watered down or disjointed.

* Write thoughtfully and from your heart. It'll be clear who believes in what they are saying versus those who
are simply saying what they think we want to hear.

* Essays should have a thesis that is clear to you and to the reader. Your thesis should indicate where you're
going and what you're trying to communicate from the outset. Make sure your essay is clearly organized.

* Don't do a history report. Some background knowledge is okay, but do not re-hash what other authors have
already said or written.

* Proofread, proofread, proofread. Nothing says "last-minute essay" like an "are" instead of "our" or a "their"
instead of "they're."

* Keep it short and to the point.

* Limit the number of people from whom you request feedback on your essay. Too much input creates an
essay that sounds as though ités been written by
voice.

you will get a wonderful essay in return.

SOURCE: http://apps.carleton.edu/admissions/essay/



